Notes About Sweden 
Rōłanda, Alvsborg, Dalsland, Sweden 


The Chalieen tomy ine aves in Pe emigrating from the province 
(landskap) of Deisend. Se courty S500. ne church parish 
{socken} of RSianda Within the parish navoz forms and small vilages are also 
Tented Magnus and Andrew's parents ved in the hamiet of Lurketorp and were 
formers. Since reorganization of he cherth sbechure: the parish has been combined 
wah Dals-Ed but the church bulksing stl remains. The parish register records date 
beck to 1737 andthe cerkat survey records began in 1788. Rolanda parish lies in 
the nor -west porson of Daisiand only 10 miles from the Norwegian border. The 
‘nearest town of any size is Ed. The Rolanda church is only about 5 miles south of 
Ed. The land is hilly and wooded. Rocks, peat bogs, swamps and small streams are 
‘abundant. The church sits on a hilly ridge which runs down the center of the parish. 
Most of the homesteads lie in a broad valley on either side of the ridge. Dairy cattle Dalsland 
‘and sheep are the main farm livelihood. Hay and mustard seem to be the main 

crops. 


‘The community of Dals-Ed has a population of 5,400. The business center of Ed lies on a thin isthmus of land 
between the two lakes, Stora Le and the smaller Lilla Le. Stora Le is a long narrow lake running north and south, 
Ed is located on its southern tip. Stora Le is a beautiful lake with steep wooded hills going up from the water. The 
trees are evergreens and birch. Lilla Le is a small round lake less than a mile across. The Dals-Ed church is 
situated on a hill overlooking Lilla Le across from the business center. The countryside is remindful of areas of 
northeastern Minnesota and northern Wisconsin. 


Dalsland is the province that was hit most heavily by the wave of emigration to N. America and Norway in the 
1860's. It was an underdeveloped area, over-populated and stricken by famine at the time. In 1867-68 people 
lived on bread made from bark, while exporting oats to England, The drought in the 1880's caused even greater 
migration, this time to Lapland. Dalsland is a largely undiscovered province. The N & NW parts are steep 
forest-clad ridges, intersected by a glittering chain of long, narrow lakes and rivers reaching from the Norwegian 
border right across the province. The central region has sterile ridges with fertile valleys, while the SE parts are 
all plains, in the West enclosed by Kroppefjäll plateaus. Half of the province consists of forests. There are about 
1000 lakes. One of the great charms of this province is that it has for so long been off the beaten track. The 
narrow "hide and seek” scenic quality of the Dalsland roads may be rather trying to the motorist but an 
unexpected bend will often disclose a scene of breathtaking beauty. 


Note: Effective in the year 2000, Älvsborg was combined with Skaraborg and Göteborg och Bohus to form a new 
county (lan) named Vastra Götaland. 


Farms in Sweden 


In contrast to U. S. farms, where there is a square farm with one family house in the middle, the early Swedes 
built farm\villages or clusters of farm houses and their farms were often long narrow strips of land radiating out 
from this village. Often, the land was only 20 or 30 feet wide but extended for miles in a crooked path. Around 
1840 the higher government tried to get farmers to make their farms more square and to get them to move out 
to the land in single family dwellings to cut down the travel time and make farming more efficient. Farmers 
resisted the idea, They were independent and they liked the social life and security of the village life. The village 
and the parish was their protection against the long cold winters and famine. The clustered village life with the 
clergy running the parish was the government of the common people. The church of the parish was directly 
involved in the functions of local government, taking care of the poor, directing social activities and community 
festive events. The clergy set the standard of conduct, judgement and punishment - sometimes in a tyrannical 
way. The parishes and villages have remained remarkedly stable. Most parishes and many farmivillages from 
the early 1800's still exist today. 
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